
Here’s what has happened in the last
month and what’s to come!

Welcome to a New Year! Well,
what an interesting time we
have had over the last 6
months. There has actually
been quite a bit going on so
let’s have a quick look in the
“rear vision mirror”.

JUNIOR HARNESS AND
SIMULATOR 
The club has purchased a
number of junior size
harnesses for loan to our junior
anglers. As we all know, kids
grow quickly and a harness is
an expensive outlay when they
may only need it for a short
time. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
PIRSA have issued an update
to the fishing regulations
regarding sharks and rays. Can
you believe that Green Eyed
Spurdogs are now protected!

MEMBERSHIP FORMS
We have moved with the times
and commenced an on line
membership application form
and this is the only way to join
or renew your membership. It
is very simple and takes all the
guesswork out of it.

Trying to interpret some of the
handwriting was a challenge
and I recon a lot of us should
have been doctors.
To join or renew, simply scan
the attached QR code and
follow the prompts. Should this
not be possible for some
reason, contact a committee
member who will assist you.
We have placed these posters
at a number of shops, cafes, etc
so you have probably seen
them in your travels. 

Enjoy this month’s newsletter!

Bayside
Festival: 
Join us on
February 22nd
from 11.00 AM to
6:30 PM. 

Border Shield :
22-23 March
W/E Border
Shield
competition.

Tuna Comp:
3-10 May  Tuna
and Sportfishing
Tournament
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JUNIOR HARNESS AND SIMULATOR

The club has purchased a number of junior size
harnesses for loan to our junior anglers. As we all
know, kids grow quickly and a harness is an
expensive outlay when they may only need it for a
short time. Due to the expense, a $100 fully
refundable deposit is required and the length of
the loan will be negotiated as appropriate. Be
assured that if it is not returned by the agreed
date, consider it sold and expect a bill! 
Purchasing the harness is only the first part of the
jigsaw. It is difficult to teach someone to use a
new bit of kit correctly when hooked to a big fish
from a rolling deck so we have also purchased a
simulator. We purchased it second hand and after
a quick trip back to the manufacturer, it is
working a treat. 

As you can see by the above picture, we work very
hard at our Committee meetings to ensure that
everything is in top condition! Putting our juniors
into a harness and teaching them how to use it
properly in a low stress environment seems to
make sense – it’s fun for us adults as well. Take it
from me that the simulator is great fun and it
does make you sweat. It will be part of our stand
at the Bayside Festival so come along and have a
try. It will also be set up in the clubrooms. If you
would like a try, just contact a committee
member to arrange a time. 

TAGS 

We have placed a letter box inside
the weigh station by the cleaning
benches for members to deposit
their completed tag cards. Once you
have deposited them into the box,
please send me a text so that I can
arrange to pick them up. 

So far this season we have had no
tags returned but I guess that will
change once the tuna show up. 

 

Bay Festival
community fair 

Bay Festival community fair Saturday,
22nd February, 11am - 6pm
Get ready for a fun-filled day of food,
activities, and entertainment along the
picturesque Port MacDonnell foreshore!
Featuring internationally renowned
Snuff Puppets, Junkyard Beats, Circus
Elements and of course, Jay the Cray.
See the full entertainment lineup here.
Kids under 12 enter free, and shuttle
buses to and from Mount Gambier will
run throughout the day.
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GFAA JOURNAL AND APP 

The GFAA is attempting to reduce costs and a
part of this is to look at the annual Journal.
Production costs for about 10,000 copies works
out to $40,000 plus postage. That’s a lot of
money that could be put to better use
elsewhere. Over time, we will probably see the
hard copies of the Journal disappear but for
now, we will produce a small run for those that
want it. I have indicated that our club wants
hard copies for as long as they are available.
Obviously we can’t just walk away from the
Journal so, beginning this year, the complete
Journal will be available on the webpage. We
have also developed an App which should be
available by mid-January and will be freely
available to everyone. Although this sounds
great, it also means that Queensland now have
no reason to pay to have their records printed in
the journal because it is information that is
freely available via the app making the Journal
even more expensive to produce. 

After months of production and field testing,
the GFAA has released its app. There will be an
official notification but that will take a little time
to produce.
The app is suitable for both apple and android
phones and is available from your app store
now, free of charge. Simply go to your app store
and search for gfaa (in lower case). Once
installed it gives you quite a lot of information
including current records, rules, length / weight
charts and much more.
It has been designed to automatically synch
with the records base on the web page and this
all happens “behind the scenes”.
I have had a test copy for a month or so and
found it to be great but I also found that there is
so much available information, it pays to spend
some time getting familiar with it. For example,
the weight / length charts appear below the
marlin identification lists under the heading of
“Rules – Identification Gude” so it could take
some finding. Please give it a try and I would
appreciate any feedback.
Sparksey

PORT MACDONNELL OFFSHORE
ANGLING CLUB 0419 866 670

www.pmoac.com

PO. Box 2232
 Mount Gambier
 South Australia

 5290

Thank you for reading!
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NEW PIRSA RULES FOR RAYS AN SHARKS

 PIRSA have issued an update to the fishing
regulations regarding sharks and rays. Can you
believe that Green Eyed Spurdogs are now
protected! The regulations represent a
temporary prohibition for 12 months so, what do
the new regulations mean in simple terms? 

The following are protected and cannot be
taken: Whitefin Swellshark, Oceanic Whitetip
Shark, Green Sawfish, Greeneye Spurdog,
Southern Dogfish, Basking Shark, Grey Nurse
Shark, All stingaree species of genus Urolophus,
All Skate species of genus Dipturus or Dentiraja. 

Of the following, only 1 per day per angler is
allowed to be taken up to a maximum boat
limit of 3: Common Thresher, Broadnose
Sevengill Shark, Hammerhead Shark, Smooth
Stingray, Black Stingray, Bigeyer Thresher,
Bronze Whaler, Dusky Whaler, Shortfin Mako,
Melbourne Skate, School Shark. 

Maximum take of any sharks (listed here or not)
is 2 per person up to a boat limit of 6. 

Smooth Stingray, Black stingray and Southern
Eagle Ray larger than 100cm disk width (1 meter
wingtip to wingtip) are protected. 

Southern Fidler ray and Western Shovelnose
Ray greater than 80cm length are protected. I
have attached a complete copy of the
management Act so that you can also try to
decipher it – Good Luck. 

I wonder if this means that all of my great
Spurdog and 7 Giller spots should be deleted
from my GPS? 

Thank you for reading!
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MEMBERSHIP FORMS 

We have moved with the times and
commenced an on line membership application
form and this is the only way to join or renew
your membership. It is very simple and takes all
the guesswork out of it. Trying to interpret some
of the handwriting was a challenge and I recon
a lot of us should have been doctors.
To join or renew, simply scan the attached QR
code and follow the prompts. Should this not be
possible for some reason, contact a committee
member who will assist you. We have placed
these posters at a number of shops, cafes, etc so
you have probably seen them in your travels. 
Be prepared because entries for the tuna
competition will all be done the same way – it
seems like all of my whining about the last
couple of years at Briefing Night has finally paid
off. 
If you remember back to the briefing night last
year, you will realise just how difficult it was
trying to keep up with new memberships,
renewals, general enquiries and take
competition entries all at the same time. 
 

Bedlam would be a good description. We didn’t
even get a chance to have a beer! I am at a loss
to explain how we got through without having a
major stuff up. Now there will simply be 2 QR
codes displayed, one for membership and one
for entries. All we have to do is aim them to the
correct one and they do it all from there. 
We are also aware that not everyone is
comfortable using this technology so there will
be committee members available to help. I
consider myself to be “technologically dyslexic”
but even I found it quite a simple process. 
The other benefit is that it not only gives us the
date that someone joins but it also gives a time.
There have been a few occasions in the past
when this would have been handy. 

PORT MACDONNELL OFFSHORE
ANGLING CLUB 0419 866 670

www.pmoac.com

PO. Box 2232
 Mount Gambier
 South Australia

 5290

Thank you for reading!
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Thank you for reading!

The PMOAC 2024/2025 junior fishing
competition was yet again a great success. This
year we have seen a lot of new kids get involved
with the competition which is great to see.
We had a total of 71 fish caught with some very
impressive captures.

This year we decided to have the longest
category for 3 species – Snapper, salmon and
whiting.
Longest whiting was won by Alex Bell with a
cracker at 47cm
Longest snapper was won by Chairat Pimtorn
with a very impressive 57cm snapper.
We held our presentation day on Sunday the
19th January which saw 20 kids attend and
everyone left with loads of prizes. Our new
simulator was a hit, giving the young kids some
experience with the game fishing, which was
great to see.
A massive thank you must go out to the parents
for bringing the kids along to the presentation
day and also for taking them fishing. These
young kids are the future of our club, and we
love having them around so again thank you.
A massive thankyou to those who sponsored
the competition

Taylor Marine
The Property Co. SA
McDonald’s
Spot On Fishing
GFAA Kids Fish 2

Well done to everyone and keep fishing
throughout the year. Don’t hesitate to send in
some photos of your fish, we would love to see
them. We can’t wait to see you all again next
year.
Jai McDougall & Tom Egan

2024/2025 Junior Summer Fishing Competition
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Longest whiting was won by Alex Bell
with a cracker at 47cm

Longest salmon was won by Caleb Morgan
with a nice 36cm fish.

Longest snapper was won by Chairat
Pimtorn with a very impressive 57cm

snapper.

Hunter and Mason Crowe were 2
boys that had a red-hot crack this

summer. They were the first to catch
a fish just a couple of hours after the
briefing. They also caught the most

fish. Well done boys
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LIQUOR LICENSE

As you would have seen in the Small Arms, we
have been successful with our application for a
liquor license. There are several rules that we
need to comply with, and the appropriate
authorities can and will be doing spot checks. 

Our plan is not to become a second pub in the
Bay but to simply be able to sell alcohol on the
odd occasion that we deem appropriate. 

Think of how much we can make on those
washed or blown out days during the tuna
competition. You will see some modifications to
the clubrooms in the coming months and most
of this will be to comply with the appropriate
regulations. Several of the Committee have
undertaken the Responsible Serving of Alcohol
Course (RSA) so we should be ready to go once
the decision is made to commence. 

Thank you for reading!
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WINDFARMS 

Although we have been lucky with the threat of wind farms being shelved, we are by no means out of
the woods. I sat through a zoom meeting recently that was hosted by Blue Energy who are proposing a
new way to stuff up the ocean with wave generated power. It is interesting (frightening) that they have
done the majority of their modelling at both Carpenters Rocks and Portland which are far too close to
home for my liking. Even at this very early stage, they were unable and unprepared to answer a simple
question from me regarding accessibility for recreational fishing and the potential for habitat
destruction. Hopefully this will all come to nothing. 
On a National level, wind farms are very high on several clubs agendas. One of the most threatened
and most vocal is the Newcastle / Port Stephens Club. They are being faced with a wind farm right off
their coast which will prevent them from fishing several well known areas – ever heard of the car park?
Not only that, but the legislation leaves it to the turbine companies to set the “no go” area. No one is
brave enough to say how big the prohibited area will be but overseas experience says that it will be
500m – and these things are 1km apart! If you look at Port Stephens, it has a few special problems
associated with Offshore Wind Energy (OWE). There are many charter companies in this area and the
whole place exists because of tourism and most of it is marine based. We know that it only takes a day
to erect the towers, the corresponding infrastructure can take 12 months to complete and during this
time the companies are permitted to declare huge areas off limits to other vessels. The impact of
shutting down the area to professional and amateur fishing for a year would devastate the town
financially. Accommodation providers, charter companies, fuel suppliers, tackle shops and many more
will be affected. It seems like the only way that we can fight these things is by a change of Federal
government. If you get a chance, have a look at the Port Stephens GFC Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/groups/386915918434110). 

https://pmoac.com/
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Thank you for reading!
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Presidents Report 2024-2025

G’day Everyone,  

So far this year, we have seen some reasonable weather, that has made offshore fishing far more
enjoyable than the season before. From inshore to offshore and everywhere in between, the fishing this
season has been sensational when the anglers can find the time or a break in the weather. 

Let’s start on a positive note, this year our junior summer competition was another successful, with
plenty of new faces joining in on the action. We have seen a large variety of species weigh in and was
excellent to see most that were involved come down for the junior presentation day. A big thank you to
our sponsors that helped with prizes and anything in between. Id also like to introduce our new junior
coordinator, Jai McDougall. The club is very lucky to have you on board. 

Another positive announcement around the club is that we have secured a Liquor License. This has
been an ongoing project for the last couple of years. In November 2024, we have seen this License
granted to our club. In the coming month, we will be moving forward with building a servery within our
facilities to accommodate this.

Glen Sparks and Hilary Nicholson ran an information night on Tips and Tricks with fishing light line and
club rules. Glen Sparks literally brought down half his fishing gear to present demonstrations. It was
disappointing to see such a low attendance when all this effort was put forward for this presentation. 

This year we will see more changes in our club, with entry form becoming more user friendly and
moving towards a more online presence. This will hopefully make it easier for members new and old to
renew membership. Although we understand there maybe some challenges with this and not
everyone having access to online facilities, please feel free to contact a committee member for any
assistance with the online forms. 

Our 44rd Annual Sports fishing Tournament is only 4 months away. We are hoping to have our new
servery and modification completed by the start of the competition. Entry forms will be available soon,
so please keep an eye out on socials and emails for notification.  

Last of all, a very big thank you to our committee members who has dedicated their time, efforts and
thoughts to making sure our club is running as smooth as possible. 

I look forward to catching you all around the club and hopefully have cold one on our servery soon.

Cheers 
Liam McKinnon
President

https://pmoac.com/
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*Events subject to change due to weather, check Club
Facebook page and emails.

PMOAC 2025    Upcoming Events

Month Event Target Species

February 8-9. Social camping
weekend

Flathead

March 22-23. W/E Border Shield
competition

T / Trumpeter

April 6. All-Species competition Blue Eye

May 2. Tuna comp briefing
night 3-10. Tuna and

Sportfishing Tournament

Tuna Comp

June 8. All-Species
competition22. PMOAC

Annual General
Meeting30. 24-25

Membership Expires

Tope

July 1. Renew 25-26
Membership scan QR

Code below

No Draw

August Fish for Club points No Draw

September 30. Membership renewal
grace period expires

Financial Member $200 draw

October 10. 24-25 Season
Presentation night

Gummy

November 29. All-Species
competition

Nannygai

December 14. All-Species
competition20. Christmas
Junior competition starts

Sweep

9

25-26 SCAN QR 

https://pmoac.com/


PORT MACDONNELL OFFSHORE
ANGLING CLUB 0419 866 670

www.pmoac.com

PO. Box 2232
 Mount Gambier
 South Australia

 5290

CAPTURE RESULTS

CAPTURE RESULTS FOR FIRST HALF OF 24-25 SEASON

July: 
Champion Senior Angler: Noel Doody 460.51
Champion Junior Angler: Scarlett Kain 135.92
Champion Boat: Matchella 460.51
Senior Lucky Fish Draw: NO DRAW
Junior Lucky: NO DRAW

August: 
Champion Senior Angler: Jai McDougall 430.33
Champion Junior Angler: Scarlett Kain 104.17
Champion Boat: My Tonic 641.33
Senior Lucky Fish Draw: NO DRAW
Junior Lucky: NO DRAW

September: 
Champion Senior Angler: Robert Lattin 327.46
Champion Junior Angler: No junior captures
Champion Boat: Glass Cutter II 328.55
Financial Member Draw: Nick Ruwoldt

October: 
Champion Senior Angler: Noel Doody 820.31
Champion Junior Angler: Claire Kain 206.71
Champion Boat: Matchella 820.40
Senior Lucky Fish Draw: Linton Badman
Junior Lucky Fish Draw: Claire Kain
Target Species: Andrew Hood 10.14 kg Gummy

November:
Champion Senior Angler: Linton Badman 836.66
Champion Junior Angler: Scarlett Kain 361.17
Champion Boat: Glass Cutter II 759.67
Senior Lucky Fish Draw: Brian Harding
Junior Lucky Fish Draw: Clair Kain
Target Species: Noel Doody 1.36 kg Nannygai

December:
Champion Senior Angler: Karen Coote 436.85
Champion Junior Angler: Jarrod Carey 149.67
Champion Boat: Glass Cutter II 542.95
Senior Lucky Fish Draw: Andrew Hood
Junior Lucky: Jarrod Carey
Target Species: NO CAPTURE Sweep

Thank you for reading!
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New Kid on the Bay - Daniel Mooney

My fishing experience extends for a lifetime on the west coast of South Australia. I was confident
with my abilities to put a box of fish together and boat handling skills on the open ocean; all that
has changed in the past 18-months!
Moving to the South East of the state with a young family I had aspirations of barrel tuna and 20kg
gummies on the regular. Confidence was quickly quelled, much like the pills the wife and kids now
needed to hop aboard our boat! I quickly joined the Port MacDonnell Offshore Angling Club to
meet like minded people and get my head around the fishing situation. This may have been self
serving in the first place but I found the club to be a great place to gain education not only in the
tricks and traps of fishing locally, but also the safety measures to be observed to survive the
conditions the ocean can regularly cook up. (After venturing uneducated one time into a four
meter swell I have learnt a valuable lesson that cost me a new pair of underwear!). This year I’m
hoping to provide more input towards a club as a committee member. The club has great potential
to grow and support young, and old, fisho’s in the sports fishing community. 
This article should serve as a reminder to myself of what I have learnt, offer some insight to people
wishing to fish the Port MacDonnell area and outline some basics on weather conditions; or what
not to do.
Hopefully this can help others to find a fish or for my errors to be corrected by another club
member (always open to advice!!)

Inshore shark
My experience to date with gummy and school sharks was to run ground tackle. I quickly learnt
that this mostly provides lost rigs as they tend to get caught up in kelp or reef. A piece of successful
advice was to run balloons. A simple circle hook on leader/wire can be hung from a balloon as close
to the bottom as possible; taking into account the swell and scope for tide.
A burley bag hung from the gunnel, another on the bottom, and a steady flow of chunks from the
bait board has served me well this far. Occasional by catch of snapper is a good consolation prize. 

Offshore shark
My success on this front has been sporadic. I do feel that a larger bait seems to keep the spur dogs
away, as does a larger hook (8/0 or 10/0)
A simple dropper rig fished close to the bottom at anchor or on the drift has boated a few gummies
and this will be somewhat of a focus this year. 

Flathead
The 100m mark and flat bottom has done the trick lately. I was fishing 7/0 hooks and recently
downsized to a 5/0 and have seen better results; whether this is just coincidence could be
questioned….
Decent sinkers and good quality lighter braid (40-50lb) to keep the rig vertical when on the drift
has been helpful as otherwise the line bellies very quickly. 

Thank you for reading!
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Weather 
The seas around the south east are not to be
underestimated. A seaworthy vessel, safety
equipment and lifejackets are a must. I have
been guilty of not wearing a life jacket , but
seriously considering wearing one full time.
Things can go from good to bad in an
instance and no body plans it. 
Our rule of thumb is we don’t exceed 3m of
swell or 15 knots of wind (for reference we fish
a +6m boat). Inshore could be fished
comfortably in a bit more wind from the
north, but offshore a northerly wind makes a
mess against the swell. Beware fishing with
any change forecast throughout the day;
these can be early, or late, by a few hours. 

Err on the side of caution if weather conditions
change suddenly and be aware of weather system
movements before leaving the ramp. To say the
above has got me us a place where we can
confidently catch a feed of fish each and every time
would be a lie. But our freezer is stocked and we
are regularly making contributions again. There is
still so much to learn and species to target;
snapper, whiting and the creatures of the deep at
the shelf to name a few
I also look forward to developing my fishing into
some tag & release and line class captures. The
sense of community being only part of the reason
we all join fishing clubs; the pursuit of records is all
part of the challenge the sport holds. 

Thank you for reading!
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Nani’s and Morwong
"We have found fishing good structure in
60-80 meters and using the sounder to locate
bait or fish first works best. Bait or jigs is a
“flavour-of-the-day” situation and is best
solved by fishing both. 

Tuna
School fish for the last season were non a
rarity but that left only the barrels to focus on,
for which we had a pretty good season.
Finding the fish and hooking the fish are
vastly different skills and our experience in
this is limited to a few fish. 
When the school fish are around larger lures
will keep the smaller fish away and let you
focus on the barrel. An assortment of skirts
(+250mm) and hardbodies (+200mm) help
cover all bases. We also run a dredge as I feel
the more reason you can give that fish to
come take a look the better. 
Schools of bait are a good indication that
predators are in the area and solid marks on
the sounder are better again. 
Unfortunately my advice is persistence and
not some magic formula that guarantees the
fish if a lifetime! Once the fish have been
found it may be a case of waiting for a
feeding time or persisting until one of them
gets fed up with the racket. 

New Kid on the Bay - continued
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TOCCA’S  salt and vinegar crumbed gummy shark 

Thank you for reading!
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Ingredients 
1 packet salt and vinegar (crinkle cut) chips 

2 eggs 
1 cup flour 

1 cm thick gummy shark fillets 4-6 fillets 

Process 
1. Smash the salt and vinegar chips until they are an even consistency in a zip lock bag 

2. Beat the 2 eggs into a bowl 
3. Dust gummy shark fillets in flour 

4. Coat in egg wash then place in crumbs to coat 
Evenly 

5. Fry until golden brown or bake in the oven or air fryer 
6. ENJOY!!!!!!
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Good To Know and check your boat 

Thank you for reading!
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